Antiphospholipid antibodies and ischemic neuropathy following cardiac surgery.
Sciatic nerve palsy is an uncommon complication of cardiac surgery and is thought to be induced by a combination of reduced femoral artery blood flow, small vessel vascular disease or prolonged hypoxia. We here describe a new case which is the first described with transient elevation of antiphospholipid antibodies. Although transient elevation of lupus coagulation inhibitor is known to occur frequently in patients treated in an intensive care unit, there are very few data about the possible role of antiphospholipid antibodies in the generation of ischemic neuropathies. We can not prove that the ischemic neuropathy in our case has been favored by the presence of lupus coagulation inhibitor and antiphospholipid antibodies as the occurrence of the symptoms seemed to precede the transient elevation of lupus coagulation inhibitor. This case suggests that antiphospholipid antibodies and lupus coagulation inhibitor should be included in the work up of patients who present nerve damage after cardiac surgery but further studies are needed to ascertain this association.